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Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission 

About 

•28 members representing components 
of the criminal justice system 

Membership 

•Members appointed by leaders of all 
three branches of government 

Independent 

•Advise General Assembly and criminal 
justice agencies on criminal justice 
policy 

Purpose 

Duties 

Legislative and other requests 

• Monitor sentences imposed under 
Structured Sentencing 

• Annual population projections 

• Evaluate implementation of the 
Justice Reinvestment Act (JRA) 

• Review criminal justice bills and 
provide fiscal impact 

• Biennial recidivism reports (adult, 
juvenile) 

Mandates 



Structured Sentencing Timeline 

1993  

Enacted by the 
General 

Assembly 

1994  

Effective date 

1995  

 Increased some 
sentence lengths 
and added active 
sentence options 

2009 

Made minimum 
sentences 

proportionate 
and evened out 

prior record level 
point ranges 

2011  

Justice 
Reinvestment Act 



Structured Sentencing Principles 

Sentencing Policies Should be Truthful 

 

Sentencing Policies Should be Consistent 

 

Sentencing Policies Should be Certain 

 

Sentencing Policies Should Set Priorities for the Use of Correctional Resources 

 

Sentencing Policies Should be Balanced with Correctional Resources 
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Structured Sentencing Components 

 

 
OFFENSE CLASS DEFENDANT’S 

PRIOR RECORD 

DURATION 
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FELONY PUNISHMENT CHART 
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Felony Classification Criteria 

Class A 
• Reserved for First Degree Murder 

 

 Class B 
• Serious debilitating long-term personal injury 

Class C 
• Serious long-term person injury 

• Serious long-term or widespread societal injury 

Class D 
• Serious infringements on property interest which also implicate physical safety concerns by 

use of a deadly weapon or an offense involving an occupied dwelling 

Class E 
• Serious personal injury 

*Personal injury includes both physical and mental injury. 
*Societal injury includes violations of public morality, judicial or government operations, and/or public order and welfare. 
 Note: The criteria were not used in the classification of the homicide offenses or drug offenses  

 

[Reasonably tends to result or does result in:] 

 



Felony Classification Criteria, continued 

Class F 
• Significant personal injury 

• Serious societal injury 

Class G 
• Serious property loss: 

• Loss from the person or from the person’s dwelling 

Class H 
• Serious property loss: 

• Loss from any structure designed to house or secure any activity or property 

• Loss occasioned by the taking or removing of property 

• Loss occasioned by breach of trust, formal or informal  

• Personal injury 

• Significant societal injury 

Class I 
• Serious property loss: 

• All other felonious property loss 

• Societal injury 

M 
• All other misdemeanors 



Calculating Prior Record 
SCORING PRIOR RECORD/FELONY SENTENCING 

(For offenses committed on or after December 1, 2009) 

NUMBER TYPE  POINTS 

 Prior Felony Class A Conviction x 10  

 Prior Felony Class B1 Conviction x 9  

 Prior Felony Class B2 or C or D Conviction x 6  

 Prior Felony Class E or F or G Conviction x 4  

 Prior Felony  Class H or I Conviction x 2  

 
Prior Misdemeanor Class A1 or 1 Conviction*, 

or Prior Impaired Driving Conviction 
x 1  

 SUBTOTAL  

If all the elements of the present offense are included in any 

prior offense, whether or not the prior offense was used in 

determining prior record level. 

+ 1  

If the offense was committed: 

(a) while on probation, parole, or post-release supervision; 

or 

(b) while serving a sentence of imprisonment; or 

(c) while on escape. 

+ 1  

 TOTAL  

*Class 1 misdemeanor offenses under Chapter 20 are not assigned any points except for impaired driving in a commercial vehicle [G.S. 20-138.2] and 
misdemeanor death by vehicle [G.S. 20-141.4(a)(2)] 

 



Determining Prior Record Level 

 

II. CLASSIFYING PRIOR RECORD LEVEL 

POINTS LEVEL 

0 – 1 I 

2 – 5 II 

6 – 9 III 

10 – 13 IV 

14 – 17 V 

18+ VI 

 

 

PRIOR RECORD LEVEL _____ 
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FELONY PUNISHMENT CHART 



Types of Punishment 

Active 

• Imprisonment 

• Prison/Jail 

• Post-Release Supervision 

Intermediate 

• Non-Active Sentence 

• Supervised Probation 

• May include: 

• Special Probation (split 
sentence) 

• Drug Treatment Court 

• Other conditions set by 
court 

• Conditions added by 
probation officer after risk 
needs assessment 

Community 

• Non-Active Sentence 

• Supervised or Unsupervised 
Probation, Fine only 

 

• Probation may include: 

• Fine 

• Conditions set by court 

• Conditions added by 
probation officer after 
risk/needs assessment 

 

• Probation may not include: 

• Special Probation 

• Drug Treatment Court 
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Minimum Sentence Ranges 

 IV 

 10-13 Pts 

 A 

 97 – 121 

D 78 – 97 

 58 – 78 
 

 

 

• AGGRAVATED MINIMUM 
SENTENCE RANGE 

• PRESUMPTIVE MINIMUM 
SENTENCE RANGE 

• MITIGATED MINIMUM 
SENTENCE RANGE 

 



Maximum Sentence Lengths 

Each minimum sentence 
has corresponding 

maximum sentence 

*Partial replication of maximum felony punishment chart 



Misdemeanor Punishment Chart 



Effects of Structured Sentencing 

Sentences Imposed 

• Truth, consistency, certainty = predictability 

Prison beds 

• Allocated for serious and repeat offenders 

Tool for balancing policies and resources 

• Allows for impact projections of proposed legislative changes  



Dynamics of Sentences Imposed and Prison 
Population 

Class A – D 

• 97% received active 
sentence* 

• 115 months average 
estimated time served 

• Long-term effect on the 
prison population 

Class E – G 

• 50% received active 
sentence 

• 22 months average 
estimated time served 

Class H – I 

• 28% received active 
sentence 

• 10 months average 
estimated time served 

• Effect prison population 
through high volume 

 *Mandatory active sentence required with limited exceptions. 



Dynamics of Sentences Imposed and Prison 
Population, continued 
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Contact Information 
P.O. Box 2448 

Raleigh, NC  27602 

----------------------------- 

919-890-1470 (office) 

919-890-1933 (fax) 

----------------------------- 

www.ncspac.org 
 


